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Resume of talk:-

'Persecution and Toleration in Britain, 1400-1700'.

Today we think of 'persecution’ and 'toleration' as opposites. Persecution is an emotive and highly charged
word with negative connotations. 'Toleration' by contrast is positively inflected and is often linked with
modern liberal values of equality, inclusion, and liberty of conscience. This lecture invites a reassessment of
these concepts and examines their interconnections and paradoxes. It explores religious and political
developments in Britain between the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries, stretching from the development of
the Lollard heresy to the Act of '"Toleration' of 1689. It considers the impact of the Reformation and Civil War
and investigates the paradox that these developments both intensified the impulse to engage in religious
coercion and facilitated the acceptance of religious pluralism.
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