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Resume of talk:- 
 
The fifth and sixth centuries, after the collapse of Roman authority, are the most obscure period of 
British history. But recent research will let us see events more clearly. Five points are now certain;  The 
"Coming of the Saxons" in or about 449; The halt to English advances in 493 with the British victory 
of Mount "Badon"; The terrible "volcanic winter" and famine of 536-7, alluded to in 536 by the 
historian Gildas. The battles of "King" Arthur, killed in 537 not far from Hadrian's Wall. The Anglo-
Saxon conquests of the later sixth century. 

 
 
Background:- 

ANDREW BREEZE (FSA, FRHistS) was educated in Kent at Sir Roger Manwood’s School, Sandwich, 
and at Oxford and Cambridge universities. Since 1987 he has taught at the University of Navarre, 
Pamplona. Married with six children, he is the author or co-author of six books, including The Origins 
of the ‘Four Branches of the Mabinogi’ (2009), British Battles 493-937 (2020), The Historical Arthur 
and the ‘Gawain’ Poet (2023), and England’s Earliest Woman Writer and Other Studies on Dark Age 
Christianity (2024). 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


