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Synopsis of the Talk: 
 The summer of 2020 was widely seen as a time for a thoroughgoing ‘racial reckoning’ 
in the United States, as the Black Lives Matter movement and spontaneous 
demonstrations on city streets forced the nation to come to terms with its past history 
of racial injustice, oppression and violence. But what are the fuller contours of that 
history and why did the killing of George Floyd force it into public consciousness? This 
talk will trace the history of US race relations and ask whether American history must 
be rewritten to take account of the lives of African Americans blighted by racism since 
the first slaves arrived in Virginia in 1619. 
 
 
Dr. Cheryl Hudson is a lecturer in US Political History at the University of Liverpool, 
and is former director of the academic programme at the Rothermere American 
Institute, University of Oxford. Her research focuses on political culture in the US and 
on the philosophy of history. She has published in academic and popular journals, is 
co-editor of Ronald Reagan and the 1980s (Palgrave MacMillan, 2008) and Why 
Academic Freedom Matters (Civitas, 2016). Her forthcoming book is Citizenship in 
Chicago: Race, Culture and the Remaking of America Identity. 
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