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Dr. Peter Mandler 

Dr. Peter Mandler is the President of the Historical Association. He is President of 

Modern Cultural History at the University of Cambridge and Bailey Lecturer in History 

at Gonville and Caius College. He writes on the cultural, social and intellectual history of 

Britain since c1800 & on the history of the humanities and the social sciences in the 

English-speaking world. Key publications include; The Crisis of the Meritocracy: Britain’s 

transition to mass education since the Second World War (2020), Great Philanthropists: 

Wealth & Charity in the Modern World, 1815-1945 (ed., with David Cesarini) (2017) 

Peter is also involved in the SESC Project – the Smart Energy Community for Smart City 

(Education & Training for the implementation of smart energy knowledge in order to 

encourage the use according to European standards.) 

 

'The Crisis of the Meritocracy:  How Popular Demand (not Politicians) Made Britain into 

a Mass Education Society', traces the rise of mass education in the UK since 1945, from 

a society in which only a small minority went even to secondary school or only 1-2% to 

higher education, to one where everyone goes to secondary school and half to higher 

education.  The origins and drivers for this transformation are not necessarily what you 

might expect - not the well-known acts of politicians and legislators, but changes in the 

needs and expectations of the wider public. 

 


